
OTOE-MISSOURIA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA

Location: 100 miles west of Tulsa 
Address:  Route 1, Box 62, Red Rock, OK 74651
Phone:  (405) 723-4434       
Fax: (405) 723-4273
Geographic Boundaries:      Noble County
Environmental Office: Sam Vetter, Tribal Planner; Richard Golden, Environmental Contact; 

Mildred Hudson, Tribal Council; Bill Burns, Executive Director
Phone: (580) 268-3101     Fax: (580) 723-4273

History:  Originally two separate Tribes, the Otoe lived along the Nemaha and Platte rivers in eastern Nebraska,
while the Missouria occupied the lower Missouri River Valley.  Hard pressed by the Sac and Fox, the Missourias joined
forces with the Otoes in 1796, and during the 1850s the two Tribes ceded their lands in eastern Nebraska for a
reservation of 162,000 acres along the Big Blue River in southern Nebraska and northern Kansas.  Disputes over
acculturation split the Otoe-Missouria people into two factions: the Coyote Band, who attempted to retain a more
traditional way of life; and the Quaker Band, who were more willing to accept Euro-American ways.  After two
additional land cessions in 1876 and 1881, the Tribe sold their lands in the Big Blue Valley and purchased 129,000
acres in north central Oklahoma.  During the 1890s, the Otoe-Missouria  repeatedly rebuffed federal attempts to
allot their reservation, but by 1899 the reservation was divided among 514 individuals.  A traditional people, the Otoe-
Missourias initially refused to establish a formal constitutional government under the Indian Welfare Act of 1936
and it wasn’t until 1984 that they finally did so.
Integrated Solid Waste Management:     According to the Inter-Tribal Environmental Council (ITEC),  the Otoe-
Missouria has not identified any sites to date.  EPA will be working with ITEC, IHS  and BIA to identify and close any
dumps and to ensure that alternative solid waste disposal systems are in place.


